
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1882.] NATURAL SCIENCES OF PHILADELPHIA. 59 



December 23, 1881. 

on diobite. 

by eli s. reinhold. 

Several years ago I received a box of minerals from Placer 
County, California, which contained a specimen marked " Horn- 
blende," so peculiar in appearance, that I laid it aside for special 
examination. 

I herewith send the specimen, which proved to be diorite, a 
rock of volcanic origin. The arrangement of the hornblende 
and feldspar is different from that of any trap-rocks of same com- 
position in the Eastern States, with which I am familiar. The 
centre of each nodule is composed of crystalline granules of the 
two minerals, hornblende and feldspar ; this is enveloped by a 
zone of clear white feldspar, followed by another of both minerals 
in which the crystals are radiately arranged, at least sufficiently 
so to make it apparent to the unassisted eye. Another band of 
feldspar, less pure, however, than the first, is followed by a zone 
of hornblende which shades off into the coarse, crystalline, granu- 
lar matrix of hornblende and feldspar of no defined arrangement. 

Not having access to any lithological collection, nor even to the 
books descriptive of all the varieties of greenstone, I may over- 
estimate the interest of this California rock. 

A description before me of a diorite found in the Island of 
Corsica, known as Napoleonite, answers to many points in this 
specimen. The nodular masses of the Corsican greenstone are 
described as globular, while in the California rock they are oblate- 
spheroidal. It would be a matter of interest to ascertain what 
member of the feldspar group is represented in this rock. All 
my books agree in assigning the mineral in diorite (generally) to 
the triclinic feldspars ; but some give labradorite, others oligo- 
clase and albite ; while another author calls it a mixture of 
anorthite and albite. Either the feldspar in diorite from different 
localities varies, or else opinions in reference to it are very 
diverse. 

Locality is marked on specimen label. 



